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want the State to sign contracts for the publication of certain text-books. 
If the bill making cities aiid towns liable for injuries received by pupils at- 
tending the public schools had passed, private schools would have labored 
under greater disadvantages than at present. A jealous regard for the au- 
thority of town and county school committees and superintendents also pre- 
vented the passage of a bill by which any teacher, on voluntarily presenting 
herself for examination, as prescribed by the State Board of Education, and 
passing it, could receive a corresponding diploma. 

Mo legislative freaks are queerer than those which undertake to settle by 
the permanence of law that which should be left to tiie development of per- 
sonal good will and forbearance ; but as railroads feared the economic loss 
involved in the principle of noblesse oblige, a law was enacted to prevent the 
letting-down of upper berths when not in use. 

Appeals are also made to law to settle the social status of people. An 
Italian society in Boston protested against " wealthy Italians being permit- 
ted to collect garbage," arguing that the business should be restricted to poor 
persons. America, however, is outranked by the " English United Chimney- 
Sweeps' Protective Association," which complained to Parliament that any 
man of bad character or "without experience" might be employed as a 
sweep, and requested that no one should sweep a chimney without being 
registered or certificated. Because there is to be a bill before the German 
Beichstag to abolish bachelorhood in the interest of unmarried women, 
should not our Eastern States, on behalf of our Western men, enact laws to 
avert spinsterhood in New England ? The logic of state socialism is pitiless ; 
marriage conditions dictated, regulation of birth follows. Suicide will next 
be forbidden, with a penalty attached to its practice, which absent-minded 
people will believe in with sincerity equal to that of the lawyer who, on go- 
ing to his office, read his own notice that he would soon return and sat down 
and waited for himself I 

The abolition of bad statutes, not the enactment of beneficiary ones, is 
needed. Reformers ask for special laws which handicap the development of 
character into national strength. Paternalism is not the highest attitude 
of the State. It is proposed to stop by law the early closing of shops. That 
checks business. No matter, perhaps, for the dealer in boots and shoes, but 
bad for the cobbler. It is hoped to destroy by law the sweating system. It 
will take more than Pinkerton's detectives to do that. Yet why look to 
legislation for reforms which should be accomplished by personal energy 
and chivalry in a country where each man should have the fullest liberty 
compatible with the liberties of others? We owe ourselves to the State, 
whbh owes us no reward in turn unless we earn it, while the line in legisla- 
tion can only be drawn by an historic study of sequences, by classification of 
broad human interests, and by prophetic insight into results of present 
action. 

Kate Gannett Wells. 



"APOLLEIA"— A PROPHECY. 

The group of asteroids which seem to fill the place in the solar system 
between Mars and Jupiter suggested to an ingenious modern writer the 
fanciful tale of an exploded world (Apolleia), of which those "pocket- 
planets," as Herschel calls them, are the fragments. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 5()7 

In intellectual development the Inhabitants of that hapless world had 
advanced tar beyond the inhabitants of our earth. Their mastery over the 
forces of nature was not confined to harnessing steam and lightning, pro- 
ducing what practically amount to new species of both plants and animals, 
bringing down the rain at pleasure, or such small matters. They sailed the 
air as we sail the ocean ; they made rivers, seas, harbors, islands, mount- 
ains, valleys, when and where they pleased ; if a coast-line was not to their 
fancy, they changed it ; if a continent was too large, they reduced it ; if too 
small, they enlarged it ; deserts, steppes, and vast marshes they transformed 
to blooming gardens and fruitful fields. In short, they dethroned nature 
and usurped her proud sovereignty. But at last their vaulting ambition 
o'erleapt itself. 

Some daring De-Iiesseps-and-Edison-in-one, of that highly-developed 
race, conceived the magnificent project of tunnelling the planet, and thus 
achieving the ne plus ultra of rapid transit between the antipodes. In 
Apolleia no scheme was so daring, so impious, as to be " ahead of the times." 
The new idea was welcomed with enthusiasm and delight. The grand engi- 
neering operations began. Gigantic machines ripped and tore into the bowels 
of the planet ; floods of chemicals dissolved soil and rock with equal potency. 
The work was rapidly approaching completion when — 

Apolleia was no more 1 

Now, though plain, matter-of-fact science repudiates the fascinating 
theory that the asteroids are the fragments of an exploded planet, the pretty 
story built upon that theory is not without its practical suggestions. 

Rapid progress involves a corresponding shortening of processes. The 
child who ardently wishes he were lifted at once to the plane of full manhood 
simply yearns for a closer proximity to death. 

For long years the century-plant grows slowly, unfolding frond by frond 
with monotonous regularity. All at once it awakens to tremendous action. 
The vitality which has been accumulating during all those decades suddenly 
leaps forth. Hours do the work of years. A tree-like stalk shoots up into 
the air, blossoms luxuriantly, and— presto— the splendid plant is dead 1 That 
green tower was its Babel : after it the deluge. 

For unknown ages the earth was a seed unplanted. For unknown ages 
it germinated and grew. For a few short hundreds or thousands of centu- 
ries mankind, its tower of strength and vitality, has been rising. These last 
years are outdoing the work of previous ages. 

Is the earth approaching the period of its luxuriant blossoming ? 

Is the story of Apolleia a prophecy ? 

Edwabd P. Jackson. 



ARITHMETIC AND THE BACCARAT CASE. 

I see it announced that Sir William Gordon Gumming may be expected 
to visit the United States shortly. Doubtless this will revive the interest of 
Americans in a recent trial as to the results of which no slight differences 
of opinion seem to exist in England. Permit me, therefore, to point out one 
aspect of this curious case which seems to have escaped attention. I mean 
the coldly arithmetical aspect of the now historic game of baccarat played at 
Tranby Croft. 

These games were played for money. The surest way— indeed, the only 
sure way— to ascertain whether they were fairly or unfairly played, obviously 



